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“It’s one thing to have a shelter over your body and a 

roof over your head. But Dégagé gives you something 

else. They give you a shelter for your heart.” Full story inside.



If I have learned anything over the past few months it is the importance of communityimportance of community.. With the cancellation 
of events and gatherings, many of us have felt isolated, and a need for connection with others. Dégagé has 
always been a place of hope and relationshipsplace of hope and relationships for those going through crisis. In this season of life, I have 
experienced this personally. 

Dégagé Ministries is a community, not just for the men and women who utilize our services, but for staff and 
volunteers as well. We emphasize the physical needs for food and shelter, but the need to be seen, to be 
loved, and to belong may be the most important services we provide. Often, I walk into our building thinking 
about a full schedule and a long to-do list.  But within these doors, I find a place of safety and supportplace of safety and support.. It is 
exactly what I need. It’s exactly what all of us need.

In this newsletter, you will hear stories of individuals who have entered into hardship and found hope hope 
through community.through community.  For Heidi, coming to the Open Door for the first time was overwhelming. She felt scared 
and alone. But in this time of brokenness, Heidi found a friendship deeper and more profound than she ever 
had before. Heidi came to Dégagé to meet her most basic needs. But it wasn’t the roof over her head that 
gave her hope. It was Susan.   

In Isaiah 61:3, God tells us that He will give us beauty instead of ashes and joy instead of mourning. Whether 
it’s a pandemic or poverty, all of us are faced with crisis. It is when we come together and support each 
other in community that we find beauty and joy.

Just as our patrons are there to support me, and Susan is there to uplift Heidi, you too can be there to 
encourage our brothers and sisters in Christ. Please prayerfully consider a gift this holiday season. Please prayerfully consider a gift this holiday season. 
Together, we can extend help and hope in our community and build beauty from ashes!    

Marge Palmerlee  
Executive Director

Hope through
Community

Marge & Heidi



Both Susan and Heidi came to the Open Door 
Women’s Center because they needed a safe 
place to stay overnight. They found so much 
more than that. They found each other.
 
“Finding good friends in life can be hard,” says 
Sue, “but when everything in your life feels hard, 
friends you can trust are even more important. I 
can trust Heidi.” Often, when we think about the 
service our ministry provides to the community, 
we think about meeting the basic needs of food, 
hygiene, and shelter. Sue and Heidi want to 
remind people that the need for community is 
just as important.
 
“When you’re homeless, you feel invisible. No “When you’re homeless, you feel invisible. No 
one wants to look at you.one wants to look at you. But at Dégagé, staff 
meets you where you are. They don’t treat you 
like you’re inferior just because you don’t have   
      

A Shelter for Your Heart 
your own house. They care, they love, and here, 
we feel like we are all equal.” Both Susan and Heidi 
are working with Dégagé staff to find housing. During 
this difficult and often frustrating process, they are 
both thankful to have the encouragement of each 
other, and a safe and positive environment to work 
toward their goals.
 
“It’s one thing to have a shelter over your body “It’s one thing to have a shelter over your body 
and a roof over your head. But Dégagé gives you and a roof over your head. But Dégagé gives you 
something else. They give you asomething else. They give you a shelter for your shelter for your 
heart.heart.” With these beautiful words, Heidi expresses 
a need we can all relate to: the need to be known 
and supported by others.
 
In an isolating time, Susan and Heidi found hope 
and friendship in each other. They remind us of the 
importance of community and connection, no 
matter what challenges we face.
         

 Heidi & Susan

To support women like Susan and Heidi, please consider making a gift to the Open Door To support women like Susan and Heidi, please consider making a gift to the Open Door 
Women’s Center, a safe haven during the overnight hours for adult women in crisis. Last Women’s Center, a safe haven during the overnight hours for adult women in crisis. Last 
year we provided 11,852 overnight stays.year we provided 11,852 overnight stays.



 

José spends long hours working at his job, but he comes to Dégagé for the sense of community he comes to Dégagé for the sense of community he finds in the 
Dining Room. It’s also a great place to draw. José started drawing at a young age, as a way to connect to teachings 
at church.
 
“There were times as a kid that I didn’t want to go to church. I wanted to play instead. But then I started drawing as 
a way to express myself, and I feel like it was a gift given to me to help me in my faith.” Since then, José has seen art 
as a spiritual practice that can be used to teach and to inspire.
 
José is honored to design a series of Christmas cards for Dégagé Ministries José is honored to design a series of Christmas cards for Dégagé Ministries this year. It’s a way that he can use his 
passion for art to express gratitude for the community he has found.
 
“I want to remind people that we need each other, especially right now. 
We need to work together. We can’t make it in this world by ourselves.” 
We’re excited to see José’s designs this Christmas.
 

 

Bringing People Together Through Art 

Coming soon!
A special holiday gift basket featuring a new Dégagé Ministries coffee 
blend by Herman’s Boy with God Morning coffee mugs.  Proceeds 
will support our dining room...a place of community.

Be watching our website for details. 

To support people like José and 
give the gift of community, please 
consider making a gift this holiday 
season!



 

Finding Dignity and Comfort on the Journey 
Emmy had never heard about Dégagé Ministries until 
she found herself in need of shelter and breakfast.
 
“I heard Dégagé had breakfast, so I went. But 
the warm and friendly environment of the dining the warm and friendly environment of the dining 
room was something I never expectedroom was something I never expected.” For Emmy, the 
circumstances that led her to Dégagé left her feeling 
embarrassed and humiliated. She was determined. 
She was driven. But she was also discouraged.

“The staff at Dégagé made me feel like a real person“The staff at Dégagé made me feel like a real person. 
That was amazing. It was both comforting and
 

 WOOD RADIO’S DAY OF HOPE
A live broadcast from Dégagé Ministries  
on February 5 from 5:00AM - 12:00NOON

We are grateful to WOOD Radio for blessing us with this opportunity 
to share our needs and to shed light on the transformation that is 
taking place in the lives of the men and women we serve. Be listening 
and join us for this very special day. 

Bringing People Together Through Art 
dignifying, and it’s what I needed. I needed people 
who cared and wanted me to succeed.” Emmy is 
now working full-time and is on her way to meeting 
her goals for permanent housing.
 
For Emmy, Dégagé is just a temporary stop on her 
journey. Finding a place of warmth and kindness in 
a difficult time made all the difference. 

Help other men and women like Emmy whose 
first experience at Dégagé is walking into the 
dining room by making a gift to our food 
service program.  



 
  

Ways you can help: 
Puchase ItemsPuchase Items
Purchase items from the Wish List located on the back.
Please deliver to Dégagé, unwrapped, by December 9. 

Purchase OnlinePurchase Online
Go to our online Amazon Christmas Store at 
degageministries.org/wishlist and click on Christmas 
Store. Your gift will be shipped directly to Dégagé 
Ministries. Please order by December 1.

Donate FinanciallyDonate Financially
We will use those funds for purchasing a gift. To donate 
online, visit our website and click “Donate Now.” Select 
Christmas Store.

VolunteerVolunteer
Volunteers are needed for the setup, gift wrapping, and 
shopping assistance. To volunteer, go online to 
degageministries.org/volunteer.

Dégagé Ministries Christmas 
Store is December 16 & 17

If you have any questions about the store or volunteering, please contact Kristen at 616.882-2460, or If you have any questions about the store or volunteering, please contact Kristen at 616.882-2460, or 
Kristen@degageministries.org.Kristen@degageministries.org.

Please consider supporting our annual 
Christmas Store. The store provides 
the men and women we serve with the 
opportunity to purchase low cost gifts in 
a dignified manner.

Live in harmony with one another…. Romans 12:16

God created our community filled with differences. Just as notes in a chord, we are not the same. But when the notes 
play together in harmony, beautiful music is created. Living in harmony is no different. All throughout scripture, we are 
told to live in unity. When we support one another, listen to one another, care about one another, and want one another 
to succeed, we help to create a harmonious community. 
 
In this newsletter, you have read Heidi and Susan’s story of friendship and how they feel they are treated as equals 
at Dégagé Ministries. Similarly, José asks us to remember that we need each other, and Emmy shares her need for 
people who care about her and want her to succeed. All of them found connection and encouragement at Dégagé. 
 
When you support Dégagé Ministries, you are joining us in the beautiful music of community. Please ask the Lord how He 
may use you and your support this season to further build and keep harmony. May He lift each of us up in His wisdom 
and empower us to walk in love as we seek to live together in unity. 
 
                                            Thank you for your desire to uplift each man and woman served at Dégagé with dignity,         
                                             love, and comfort.
 
                                             Happy Holidays,

Brooke Jevicks 
Development Director



This gift was given by:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                 
Please check one:                     In Honor         In Memory             Send card to:                  My Address        Their Address
 

Recipient Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Send tax receipt to (Name and Address):____________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Gift Amount:___________       Visa      Mastercard      Discover      American Express      Enclosed check made payable to Dégagé Ministries

Credit Card #:_________________________________________________________Exp. (Mo-Yr):_______________CVC Code:_______________

Name as it appears on card:________________________________________________________________________________________________  
    

Signature:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ribbons of HopeRibbons of Hope

You can return the form below or go to degageministries.org and select “Donate Now.” Select “Dedicate my 
donation in honor or in memory of someone.” We will be happy to send a card to the person of your choosing to 
make them aware of your gift. The card will read: “A special gift has been made to Dégagé Ministries this holiday 
season in honor of...” May you be blessed this holiday season.

Instead of purchasing gifts this holiday, consider a donation to Dégagé in honor of someone.Instead of purchasing gifts this holiday, consider a donation to Dégagé in honor of someone.

Those we Remember Those we Honor
Donate FinanciallyDonate Financially
We will use those funds for purchasing a gift. To donate 
online, visit our website and click “Donate Now.” Select 
Christmas Store.

VolunteerVolunteer
Volunteers are needed for the setup, gift wrapping, and 
shopping assistance. To volunteer, go online to 
degageministries.org/volunteer.

Dégagé Ministries Christmas 
Store is December 16 & 17

If you have any questions about the store or volunteering, please contact Kristen at 616.882-2460, or If you have any questions about the store or volunteering, please contact Kristen at 616.882-2460, or 
Kristen@degageministries.org.Kristen@degageministries.org.
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Wishlists
Donate items from our Amazon Wish Lists at degageministries.org/wishlist or purchase the items listed below. 

FacilitiesFacilities
Commercial washers 
and dryers
Coffee
Commercial vacuums

If your address label is incorrect or if you’re receiving duplicate newsletters, please email Alex@degageministries.org.

PatronsPatrons
Body wash 
Bras
Deodorant
Foot powder
Hair products
Hand warmers
Lotion
Pajamas 
Sweat shirts
Towels
T-shirts
Twin sheets (navy)
Twin comforters 
(navy)
Underwear

Welcome baskets Welcome baskets 
Given to our patrons when 
moving into housing
Cleaning supplies 
Dishes 
Pots and pans
Queen comforters
Queen sheets

IInfo. Technologiesnfo. Technologies
Commercial and desktop printer
Computer mouses and keyboards
Desktop and laptop computers

Christmas StoreChristmas Store 
Backpacks (men, women)
Bakeware sets
Bath towels and washcloth sets
Blankets (throw, bed)
Coffee makers
Comforter sets       
Crockpots
Cutlery sets            
Dish sets
Earbud headphones
Flashlights
Fragrance sets (men, women, teens)
Hand mixers
Kitchen oven mitt/potholder sets
Kitchen towel sets
Kitchen utensil sets
Kitchen washcloth sets
Long/thermal underwear 
Measuring cups    
Mixing bowls
Nail clipper sets
Nail polish
Pajamas (men, women, kids)
Pots and pans sets

Floor wax 
Fresh fruits and vegetables
Gift cards to Office  Depot, 
   Home Depot,  & Gordon 
   Food Service 
Hot chocolate  packets
Metal forks and spoons
Vinyl gloves
40-50 gallon trash bags

Robes (women) 
Scented lotion
Shower curtains and liners
Sleeping bags (winter)
Socks (men, women, kids)
Tea kettles
Toaster oven
Toolkits
Toys (games, puzzles, dolls, 
   art sets, books, trucks, etc.)
Undershirts (men)
Underwear (men and women, 
   L and XL most popular sizes)
Winter gloves (men, women, 
   teens, kids)
Wrapping paper, gift bags, tape
   and ribbon 
 

 

General ItemsGeneral Items


